A former student remembering Professor C. T. Ionescu Tulcea and the period when he taught mathematics in the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics in Bucharest Dragoş Vaida I was one of the students of Professor Cassius Tocqueville Ionescu Tulcea in his last years of teaching at the University of Bucharest, during the first semester of my fifth year (1956) (1957) . The course was on Orthogonal Series, in fact it was more linked to his monograph on Hilbert Spaces [6] , published in 1956, with a Note by I. Barbȃlat. On my copy there is a handwritten note "May 27, 1956. The IVth Congress of the Romanian Mathematicians", a congress of a historical importance, mainly due to the contribution of Professor Simion Stoilow.
I spent my years as a student during a very difficult period of time. After Stalin's death in March 1953, the ground began to shift and in October of 1956 we had a revolution in Hungary which, in the absence of an attitude from the West, ended in a brutal repression.
We were all the more fortunate to have then excellent teachers. One of those remarkable teachers whose memory is so dear to me and to whom I am so grateful was professor C.T. Ionescu Tulcea. I also recall with feelings of gratitude my other professors, Miron Nicolescu (1903 Nicolescu ( -1975 , Solomon Marcus, Gr. C. Moisil (1906 Moisil ( -1973 , Dan Barbilian (1895-1961), Mihail Benado (1920-?).
I had the privilege to have very fine colleagues such as Sergiu Rudeanu, Alexandra Bagdasar Bellow, Kostache Teleman, Ion Cuculescu, presently a member of the Romanian Academy, Aldo Lazȃr, Ion Zamfirescu, Paul Voiculescu who graduated with a thesis supervised by Professor C. T. Ionescu Tulcea, Horia Banea, Mȃriuca Hȃlȃlȃu, Laura Constantinescu who all graduated with me in 1957. Also Valentin Poenaru, Gheorghe Gussi, Ciprian Foiaş, Nicu Boboc who graduated one year earlier than me. During those years scientific criteria were consistently observed. Our mathematical education was of high quality and it was not elitist.
For those years one should mention an increase of interest for partial ordering, e.g., the doctoral thesis of Professor Solomon Marcus "Monotone functions for two variables"in 1956, and the paper of Mihail Benado on multilatices (multistructures) in 1953.
I mention below a few courses taught during those years. • Alexandru Froda -Algebrȃ Superioarȃ (I: 1+2, II:1),
• Miron Nicolescu and Solomon Marcus -Mathematical Analysis (I:2, II:1+2),
• Cabiria Andreian -The theory of functions of a complex variable (III:2),
• Miron Nicolescu -Real Functions and Elements of Analysis (IV:1),
• Octav Onicescu -Probability theory (IV:1),
• Grigore C. Moisil -Modern algebra (IV:2),
• C. T. Ionescu Tulcea (with Rodica Rodeanu as assistant) -Orthogonal series (V:1).
Professor C. T. Ionescu Tulcea represented in Romania the Bourbaki current in mathematics. My contact with this current occurred when reading chapter VI of Algèbre, Groupes et corps ordonnés of Bourbaki, a book which I consider as absolutely remarkable. However, the course of Professor C. T. Ionescu Tulcea, which I followed in 1957, was not taught in the Bourbaki style. The course was watched with pleasure, without unusual difficulties. C. T. Ionescu Tulcea was master of his subject, the presentation had a natural course, all details were explained patiently with a smile and goodwill, in a gentlemanlike style.
For my mathematical education and for my culture the book [6] and the above quoted lessons of its author have provided a good basis for Functional Analysis.
Since I became interested in partially ordered algebraic structures, especially, multilattices, I found interesting problems in the monograph [6] , see [6, p.75-83 ]. These problems were of a different nature than those already considered and well described in the Birkhoff models for lattice-ordered groups or rings, e.g., the product of two hermitian positive operators is positive if they commute [6, p. 78] . These examples have sent me to [2] , [3] , [5] . I came across the book on several occasions, e.g., when reading about the directed order structure for families of hermitian operators, e.g., for those whose limit is the sup [6, p. 77] .
In [3] one considers a decomposition as a difference of positive hermitian elements. The results could be extended for a class of noncommutative po-groups whose elements admit a Jordan decomposition such that x = u − v and 0 ≤ w ≤ u, v imply w = 0, i.e., 0 is a maximal lower bound for the components u, v. The proof is based on a result stating that for any such po-group, lattice ordering is equivalent with Riesz interpolation property.
The subject is by no means closed, see corollary 4.7 in [4] where we find a particular case of a multilattice for which inf is totally defined while sup exists only for those couple of elements which admit a common upper bound.
Some other specific subjects which I found interesting were related to the iterative method for computing the square root for a positive Hermitian operator [6, p. 81-83] . I have constructed in [7, p. This was the first time when I saw the drama of an unacceptable slow convergence. I was pushed by Professor Moisil to mention it to Sobolev (Sergei Lvovich Sobolev, 1908 -January 1989) who was visiting for the first time our university and gave a lecture in French -a rather imperfect French at that time. After a year or so, on his second visit, his lecture was delivered in a far better French and with perfect prononciation. The famous mathematician was tall, thin with blue eyes, genre War and Peace. I told him about my misadventure 1 . He laughed, he has experienced the same problem and our discussion went to direct methods, to Gaussian elimination and to Gram-Schmidt orthogonalization algorithms.
